


Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
"Stack of logs" is not really an accurate description.



Two headless 
coeds in a 
wilderness 
grave JOSEPH LAURITA 

Prosecutor Laurita personally 
spearheaded the investigation. 
Governor Moore (below) urged 
state police to spare no effort in 

finding the killer 

by SCOTT PAULSON 

As the Sunday night crowd poured 
from the theater in Morgantown, West Vir
ginia that January night, it was greeted by 
snowflakes drifting lazily against the glow 
of street lights. The crowd represented a 
cross-section of Morgantown citizenry -

moms and pops who enjoyed the movie, 
young lovers who had enjoyed one 
another, and a liberal number of students 
from West Virginia University who were 
having a last bit of relaxation before report
ing back to classes the following morning. 
For two of those laughing students who 
lifted their faces to the falling flakes, it was 
to be the last movie they would see. 

Blonde, ever-smiling Karen Ferrell and 
!\fared Malarik, a pretty brunette, were 
accompanied by two other students. 
Paulette Burns and Clarence Lewis, 
when they left the theater. Playfully, they 
to,sed bits of snow at each other as they 
made their way up High Street to its inter
,ection with Willey Street. It was a typi
cal West Virginia winter night with the 
temperature hovering barely below the 
freezing mark and a nippy wind kicking 
up whisps of snow from the sidewalk. 

"Hey, how are you getting back to the 
Jorm'?" asked Paulette. She had sud
Jenly realized that Karen and !'\fared both 
roomed at Westchester Hall, located on 
University Avenue a mile away. "You·re 
going to freeze if you walk." 

"\1aybe we can hitch a ride. There'll 
be ~omeone going that way,·· said Ma red. 
clmching her white-flecked coat. 

for Paulette and Clarence, there wa5 
no problem. Both li..,ed within easy walk
mg dbtance of the theater. 

Saying their goodbyes. the foursome 
parted with Mared and Karen waiting on 
the corner and Clarence and Paulette 

walking along High Street. The sound of 
a car cau,;;ed Paulette to glance back. 

--oh. good." she said. "Look, they've 
got a ride. At least they didn"t have long 
to wait.·· 

Paulette and Clarence watched as the 
two freshmen girls climbed into a late
model car with a lone occupant behind 
the wheel and di,;;appear into the night. 

Karen. 19,wasfromQuinnwood. West 
Virginia, a small hamlet in the southern 
part of the state. "vlared. abo 19. had 
come to West Virginia University from 
Kinnelton. New Jersey on the East 
Coast. Their practice of hitchhiking was 
not unusual, although officials at the col
lege continually warned students against 
it. But with 14,000 students traveling 
back aml forth between two campuses. 
it was common to see students waiting 
on street corners with their thumbs out. 
fhc old part of the campus, the main 

educational complex, was established 
back in the 1800,. But in the 1960s. there 
was an cxp,rnsion boom that necessitated 
splitting the university so that it was 
separated by the city. We,tchester Hall GOV. ARCH A. MOORE JR. 
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Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Not so much on the "ever-smiling" bit.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Not so much on the "white-flecked"

Maybe they meant snow?
-SG

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Nope. Willey Street

sarahmclaughlin
Underline





Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Several of the girls on that floor of the dorm were gathered in a lounge area by this time.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Police may have checked bars around town, but there was zero reason at this point to check anywhere on 119.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
May have been true generally, but is unlikely to have been true specifically for bars along 119, which most students would never even know were there.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
"Remoted"? But seriously, this is almost word-for-word the same as the other two articles. I wonder if the writers were all the same person repurposing the articles for resale.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
By the way, palmer had been the chief for about two days. I can get the exact date if need be.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Not sure who this is, but the author made it sound like he talked to Banks.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
The hippy communes I heard they checked were only checked weeks after the disappearance. This may refer to the "hippie house" aka "the cabin" that was near to where the bodies were found. Less than a mile further down that same road on the left. In 1970, hippies went there to smoke pot and drum.



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Both of these are a yes, but again, only a few weeks later, I believe.



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Haven't seen this name before.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I first heard rumors of a white-slave ring operating in Morgantown in the last 60s, except we didn't call it that. Because we were 6. But I think those rumors preceded the coeds' deaths.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Here it is again: Willey AVENUE. The same mistake in the other articles. Was this article, if not written by the same person, the source of that mistake?

Was it ever an Ave?
-SG



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I wonder if we can find evidence that this bit is true. Sounds plausible.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Anecdotally, this did happen.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
No, it was quite a ways off the road.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I don't think this is true, either.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I don't think anything in the preceding is true.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I don't think there was much searching in March.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Definitely not true. The letters all came to the police detachment.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
No, it wasn't. Something like 10 or 12 miles.



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Nope.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Nope. About 75 feet off the road, I believe. Definitely not right off the road.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I believe the glasses were found before the second letter--and maybe before the first.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Also dubious. I believe they had one coat and one sweater between them.



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Nope.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
No, but one was.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Not sure about this date, but two others were kidnapped.

"March 16, 1970, at about 9:00 p. m., the two girls, Misses Bailes and Smith, were hitching a ride from Grumbein Island; and that when plaintiffs stopped the auto the two girls jumped in the car."
-SG

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I don't think so.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Warren Hoover, I think.



Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Hoover thought calling it a cult was silly. Not sure if he ceased cooperating when it was clear he wouldn't get the reward.

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
Why do they get this right here and wrong earlier in the article? More than one person writing?

The whole thing is confusing...how did the Gov. get the letters? The newspapers are vague.
-SG

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
119

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I wonder if this is true.

I'll do some research on this if it's not another fake name.
-SG

Geoffrey Fuller
Sticky Note
I wonder what we know about this guy.
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